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I am extremely thankful for the caliber of people we have in our                    

communities.  Our youth were able to show and sell their animals at the fair 

due to the hard work of county staff and many volunteers who made it     

happen.  Exhibits garnered lots of ribbons for our students.  The Graham 

County Fair was back better than ever and enjoyed by tens of thousands of 

people.  Thanks to everyone who helped get it back full force. 

Last month service clubs in our area were also out in force. Several       

Graham County volunteers improved neighborhoods by helping the        

residents dump their trash. They assisted homeowners as they cleaned 

their property by bringing dumpsters closer to them.  The Lions Club hosted 

the Mental Health Run, and the Safford Rotary Club raised money for their 

scholarships and Teacher of Distinction awards by hosting an estate sale.  

These werenôt the only activities happening, and only spotlight a few of the 

things Graham County citizens do to make life better for someone else. 

Our school and club sports teams have been extremely busy, as well as 

our bands and choirs.  The festivals held downtown and the other events 

that took place over Halloween also kept families busy and entertained.  So 

many fundraisers have been taking place and nobody supports these    

fundraisers like our county!  Thank you! This month remember our         

Veterans and enjoy your families while you have a Happy Thanksgiving!                       

Dates to remember:                                                                                                                             

Nov. 2ðASBA County meeting at Dan Hinton School                                                                                  

Nov. 8ðGeneral Electionðplease vote!                                                                                             

Nov. 5-12ðField of Honor at City Hall and the Court House                                                                                             

Nov. 11ðVeterans Day                                                                                                                                 

Nov. 28ðG/G Superintendents meeting                                                                                             

Nov. 29ðG/G New Teacher Coalition                                                                                                 



We are also pleased to announce the return of the Early Childhood Coalition meetings!  The purpose of 

the ECC is to bring together our PreK-grade 2 educators to offer networking, support and professional  

development unique to this teaching strand.  Last month we hosted Sarah Skemp who provided an       

excellent presentation on ñBig Emotions Getting Bigger?ò   We will follow this up with our partnership with 

the Safford City/Graham County Library staff. In January, we will gather again for another session of    

professional development.  On March 29th, we will offer another music and movement event for the littles 

with Jim Gill.  We will be advertising for the January meeting very soonðbe on the lookout for the save 

the date information!    

Graham/Greenlee Early Childhood Coalition (ECC)  

I am pleased to announce we have begun the sixth year of our ñSupporting and Sustaining Teachersò    

project.  With generous funding from the United Way of Graham and Greenlee  Counties, we are inviting 

our new educators to participate in the New Teacher Coalition.  The sessions will be offered six times 

throughout the year.  We will provide materials to assist with classroom management, and offer sessions 

on integrating technology and best practices.  We will also offer information on how to get more dollars  

into your classrooms, and follow the processes for success.   

The New Teacher Coalition meetings will also offer networking opportunities and supports available and 

unique to our profession.  Ultimately, 30-40 new teachers in our two counties will find a whole network of 

support from within their own districts as well as from other teachers and the county offices.  We want to 

attract and retain the best educators for our  students, and our work with the  coalition goes a long way  

toward reaching this goal. If you are new to the profession, have been or are currently hired as a long-term 

sub, new to your school and/or Graham and Greenlee, you are invited to attend!!  Newly hired educators 

will be receiving an invitation to attend our next meeting on Tues. Nov. 29th.   We hope you will be able to 

join us!                                                                                                                                     

Graham/Greenlee New Teacher Coalition (NTC) 
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From Jenn Morales, Superintendent, 

Morenci Unified School District: 

Author Visit - Emma Horrocks -               

The Little Town Where We Mine Copper 

Emma Horrocks is an author who lives in 
Morenci and wrote The Little Town Where 
We Mine Copper.  She was able to         

collaborate with her mom, who is the illustrator.  Emma would love to 
come to local schools and read her book to students if you are         
interested.   Our  Morenci Wildcats loved the visit as they were able 
to connect to the story and were excited to ask questions about the 
process of becoming an author/illustrator.  Please share Emma's  
contact information (emmaforresthorrocks@yahoo.com) with your 
schools to see if they would like to set up a visit.   

mailto:emmaforresthorrocks@yahoo.com
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Arizona Spelling Bee 2023 

Registration is now open! 

The Arizona Spelling Bee is ready to kick-off and Scripps has opened school spelling bee            

registration! Use the link below or visit www.spellingbee.com to register your school with Scripps!  

 

 

    Graham County Spelling BeeðFebruary 8, 2023 

  

          AEFÊ ARIZONA SPELLING BEE 2022-2023  

Deadlines: 

December 30, 2022ð In order to be eligible to compete in the AEFÊ Arizona State 

Spelling Bee and all County and Regional Bees, a student must attend a school that 

has enrolled with Scripps National Spelling Bee. Schools can register now at 

www.spellingbee.com and must be enrolled by December 30, 2022.  

January 30, 2023ðThis is the last day to hold District Bees 

Names must be sent to county or regional coordinators immediately upon           

completing your bee. Graham CountyðMandi Moffett 

February 8, 2023ðGraham County Spelling Bee 

March 18, 2023ðArizona State Spelling Bee 

 

Further information for districts and school coordinators can be found at: 

 

https://www.azedfoundation.org/spelling-bee 

 

Good luck spellers! 
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Teaching young kids about gratitude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The upcoming holidays are the perfect time to 
teach young children a very important life l    
esson about gratitude that will last well past the 
season. 
   Gratitude is a high-level concept that can be 
tricky for toddlers and preschoolers. They are 
naturally self-focused in their early ages and 
stages of development. But as children grow 
with gratitude, they become more                  
understanding of the needs and feelings of  
others. 
   So, how do we teach our children to be  
grateful? One way is to talk with them about 
being thankful. Not only for material things, but 
for acts of kindness from others, too. 

5 tips for teaching gratitude 

Here are some tips from Arizonaôs early     

childhood agency, First Things First, gathered 

from child development experts and websites: 

1. Teach them to say thank you to the    

people who do things for them. That can 

be their server at a restaurant, a brother 

or sister who helps them pick up toys, or 

a friend who gives them a birthday gift. 

2.  Tell your kids why you are grateful for 

them. Be specific in letting your children 

know they are special and loved. For  

example: óI appreciate the way you help 

your brother tie his shoes. 

3. Talk about the things you are grateful for. 

This can be done in many ways, from a 

blessing before dinner to keeping a  

 

           Family gratitude journal. 

  4. Support a charitable event               

 organization. Whether you are donating 

 clothes or toys, participating in a food 

 drive, or baking cookies for a new    

 neighbor, talk to children about what 

 those actions mean to those who        

 receive the kindness. 

 5.  Be consistent. Like all skills, gratitude 

 is not learned in one lesson. 

 

   Your childôs first five years are a great        

opportunity to help them develop the skills they 

need to be successful later in life. Research 

shows that thankful people are usually more 

optimistic. Theyôre also less depressed and 

stressed. So, when we teach our children to 

appreciate what they have, and what others do 

for them, we are helping them become happier, 

healthier adults. 

 _____________________________________ 

About First Things First ð As Arizonaôs early 

childhood agency, First Things First funds early 

learning, family support and childrenôs           

preventive health services to help kids be     

successful once they enter kindergarten.      

Decisions about how to invest early childhood 

funds are informed by local councils staffed by 

community volunteers.                                                        

 

To learn more, visit FirstThingsFirst.org. 



Arizona Science Center serves as the regional partner for Code.org. As the regional partner, we   

offer computer science professional learning opportunities for K-12 educators that provide the    

needed content and strategies to implement the free comprehensive curriculum with their students.  

Thanks to local and national donors, we have funding to offer free educator workshops in rural and 

tribal communities throughout the state and are looking for partners to host them. If you are          

interested in hosting a workshop in your community, please complete the interest form using this 

link: https://forms.gle/kaics5CKdRAqnYYP8 

¶ Strategies for teaching CS Fundamentals lessons 

¶ Personalized lesson plans to teach two CS Fundamentals lessons 

¶ An implementation plan for your classroom or school 

¶ A connection to the community of CS Fundamentals teachers 

If you have any questions about hosting a workshop in your community please reach out to Beth 

Nickel at nickelb@azscience.org.   

Arizona Science Center and Code.org 

All Arizona Schools & Erate Vendors, 

EPC Admin Window 

The administrative window opens October 25, 2022. You will be able to update student counts and 

NSLP information while the window is open. 

Installation Deadline Extended 

The FCC has extended the installation deadline for certain 2020 and 2021 NRC services that have a 

current deadline of September 30, 2022 (Link to order). 

The Final Mile Project 

The partnership between Arizona Rural Schools Association and Arizona Department of Education 

has created ñThe Final Mile Projectò. The purpose of the program is to provide high speed internet to 

areas of rural Arizona where services do not exist or we have very poor services.  If you know of an 

area that needs assistance, please let me know. 

 

Thanks, 

Milan Eaton 

623-332-6357 

State Erate Director for Schools 

Arizona Department of Education 

 

                                                                                                          

 

Erate Update and  Information from Milan Eaton 
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Milan EatonðState Erate Director                      

Arizona Dept. of Education-

Milan.eaton@azed.gov 

623-332-6357 
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 Extremely Important Drug Awareness Information 

Several times over the past few months, I have attended trainings and 

meetings where Iôve watched a video titled ñThe Rise of Fentanyl: 

Ethanôs Story.ò  The most recent time I watched it was on Dec. 16th at 

the Arizona School Boards Association Annual Conference.  This time 

Ethanôs mother, Dr. Shari Dukes, Director of Student Services at JO 

Combs Unified School District in Pinal County was in the room.   

All I can say is there are fewer things more heartbreaking than losing a 

child, and fewer things more enraging, than having them taken by drugs.   

The photo of the little packet of jelly beans to the left, represents 5 pills 

which can easily be obtained by our children today.  Two of the five 

could be laced with enough fentanyl to kill a person, as one did to 

Shariôs son Ethan.  All he  wanted to do was get a good nightôs sleep    

before a big day.  He was 16.  

 

     Shari handed each of us in the session one of these little baggies.  It made a huge impact on 

me and I want this story to make a huge impact on you.  Please go to  TalkNowAz.com and 

learn what is going on around us and how you can be more aware and help stop this epidemic.  

    #BeTheInfluence 

     Talk Early. Talk Often. 

       TalkNowAz.com 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

It is equally important that social media is monitored, and monitored 

very closely.  We are very aware of how easy it can be for the wrong  

people to enter the world of a young person.                                            

If a child has access to a device, nothing can or should be                     

taken for granted.   

Inform yourself on ways to protect your child:  

https://www.justice.gov/coronavirus/keeping-children-safe-online 

 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/family-

life/Media/Pages/Points-to-Make-With-Your-Teen-About-Media.aspx 

 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/ 
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he EAC Discovery Park is here to help you with fun, safe, and educational 

STEM field trips!  
 

Choose from four lessons;  

Biodiversity, Archaeology, Astronomy, and Matter & Energy,! 

 EACôs Discovery Park is scheduling field trips  

on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:00 a.m. to Noon  

(The usual time frame for a field trip is about 2.5 -3 hours) 

For more information, please contact Monica Clarine at:  EAC Discovery Park 928-428-6260  

email:  monica.clarine@eac.edu 
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ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE 
All participants receive digital resources and a certificate of professional development hours. 

Pre-service teachers are welcome at all programs.  
 

 An Introduction to Economics in the Elementary Classroom 

On-Demand Module 

Curious about economics and personal finance in the elementary classroom? Complete this 1-

hour professional development program on your own schedule. You will learn about the economic 

way of thinking and fantastic classroom-ready instructional materials. Current and      pre-service 

K-5 educators who complete this module will receive a certificate of professional      development 

and a childrenôs book. 

Access Module  

An Announcement 

Our mission remains the same, but we've made some changes!  

¶ Secondary PD is moving to a new home - Econiful.  

¶ Econiful membership is free! Apply today. 

¶ Non-members can also attend PD events.  

Read more about the change here. 

 

Are you an administrator in Southern Arizona? 

OEE is available to work with schools and districts to design virtual or in-person professional     
development, for both elementary and secondary  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Become a Member 

Professional Development for Elementary Educators 

https://brownfoundations.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=52e1969b40&e=1255ca08ba
https://arizona.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=a2a63826ad&e=1255ca08ba
https://arizona.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=f4a3494f7f&e=1255ca08ba
https://arizona.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=f4a3494f7f&e=1255ca08ba
https://arizona.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=d5014d2a93&e=1255ca08ba
https://arizona.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=50abfc89ca&e=1255ca08ba
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¢ǳǊƪŜȅ-bƻƳƛŎǎ 

November 15, 2022      4:00 p.m.ð5:00 p.m. 

Show your middle and high school students that economics is everywhere by linking 

key economic concepts to the Thanksgiving holiday. How has the cost of a tradition-

al turkey dinner changed over time? What is the economic impact of Black Friday 

shopping? We will explore these questions and more, sharing ready-to-use class-

room activities along the way. Three Econiful members will win a $50 gift card. 

  
   Register                                   

_______________________________________________ 
 

   {ǘǳŘȅ ¢ƻǳǊ ǘƻ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ 

November 29, 2022 

Join economic educator and Transatlantic Outreach Program (TOP) Consultant Mike Raymer for 

an informational one-hour webinar about an all-expense paid teacher study tour to Germany.     

Attendees will learn about the benefits of Germany study tours, the application process, and how 

TOP materials can help teach multiple social studies and STEM topics in Grade 6+ classrooms. 

Three Econiful members will win a German treat. 

    Learn more            

[ŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ 

https://us01.z.antigena.com/l/PL3DPjgyAqp4cKifBW-MBlZbVh-QEhKvlorPkuz7Db1VaYfyYW5-8jDH5uYUtkxjK4NmD7Rw6ZMmgL9au~KDFw40kF1J5aURLcwwtVKAiXxLSma3pBL6Gk6Pl6SoS1Edau0P4SNaiQP1fzO7qc~1Vi9Sfk3nROnjGIFmD2jyCoA-c7BCqSPGifH6lwjkFtfEb-Uww0T0nsuYKtbmFG~mM5q-sx3t-GcRFUuBv
https://us01.z.antigena.com/l/E162zLn9jEhakbWQmmy2chg_MFOjQ-pFL7fJ9nXSJoWSlSwy~IIq_8G2lsqY2e8ldEaXnqnkaaQ0bsdPTcKTTjWYnyEu8Eq~2RuOIjWqkvNxdT8cwyc5pTmSyaRa_mQdij-v__05d8ezoxGmooW5p1NftOZjDroD9fQ19rX8822i1uNMo6RoOCpHeNZ5ZlKpfEN38oEZQu7M2Kwd2QSPcCr_FaJTmZuRTBTfI
https://us01.z.antigena.com/l/PHjDP6OyAIsdYhMSSc0EBFwo9hoYBO6q27TWpo2EdsrC9AEoh7Xd8m4gkPFE60m6z1MYJJSkBumjdUGb2jxIhG4RjNeSXmIpuzqkN5BM0TOPw0dFDEcgKu2fwCJ02m02n4NQcvi8bFrwQO0TC7Mrlic-fTiZOit93tvYweAbQOqfjPHGm6Wu66x0hp8xPEbotmku3IBItt5xuGg0SZDxKrA0RDKbtuMNXRV~f
https://us01.z.antigena.com/l/UNaJmLC75CJl-F39g-OZGNJbFS7MGT7IKQT7fMVJH8xcnkHSmbUpLGepFUm_E44WqYPLtWIJxjIhlo7hV99WOsOlJobavVqPh8U5Uxzy4ei596pxSnbbRN1VXwpSwKqtUiCZyTZEAxAvebNQ75KGQVyDgTocbTj-buKGASp7SNTK5IysWqxRB5Rj~UfdKj-FTi5klalbFBDEvOhbJY19k1ozWeTa_LjAACuwN
https://us01.z.antigena.com/l/uM3DungmfXI-cJE6ohdXoTLbVhcQ2P0KTO5uNUY7DbiVpyQk81kdy1aXNnBGANjnJ-e8DExod702yH28selxTDRkarTYxWj0Bh2gTj1hJkQ8IozMR22W8JWQ2fd27rw9xxSdb1-nD5AAT~Q5828tTmIAo73wv0JcpLY2dkYrVplpp8EzyybuJvvs2-Y1XkHjLq1802AZD8OUaMRAq-W2cYwN1aK9NIfX
https://econiful.glueup.com/track/rd?type=campaign&lid=25&tracking_id=3916:150195:37d1c960-82f9-4e8e-828d-bddf46d7c444&redirect_url=https%3A%2F%2Feconiful.glueup.com%2Fevent%2F64597&ts=1664927847&ps=dlJmL3JqRkFoemsrREVJUVFhMExDNDBSQUdXUzZzNmxwY0NKQVFPd1kwbkpr
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   MEMBERSHIP  ASTA.ORG CONTACT USõ  

Registration is open for the ASTA Annual Conference, 3D Roadmapping for the Future.  Join us 
on November 3rd & 4th at the Challenger Space Center in Phoenix.  Page Keeley, an internation-
ally known leader in science education, will be our keynote and provide a full-day learning session 
on "All Students' Ideas Matter- Responsive Instruction that Supports Sense-Making and 
Conceptual Understanding in Three Dimensions".  

 Early-bird registration discount is offered through October 15th.  More information can be found at 

www.azsta.org.  

 Need lodging?  ASTA has a room block through October 13th.  Click here for more information. 

  

  

 

 

 
 


